IN THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
present application: 

1-29. (Canceled) 

30. (New) A method comprising: 

from a network cache, causing attributes in an object stored in an authentication 
database to be output to an operator, the authentication database containing user 
information for use by the network cache to authenticate a user during a subsequent 
authentication process; 

at the network cache, receiving from the operator user input identifying a name of 
an attribute in the object, the user input responsive to the attributes having been output 
to the operator; and 

in response to the user input, storing the name of the attribute in a configuration 
database of the network cache, for use by the network cache during the subsequent 
authentication process. 

31. (New) A method as recited in claim 30, further comprising: 

at the network cache, using the name of the attribute in the configuration 
database to communicate with the authentication database during the authentication 
process. 
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32. (New) A method as recited in claim 30, wherein the authentication database 
contains information relating to a plurality of users to be authenticated by the network 
cache. 

33. (New) A method as recited in claim 32, further comprising: 

prior to said causing attributes in the object to be output to the operator, receiving 
user input from the operator specifying a user ID; and 
determining that the object contains the user ID; 

wherein said causing attributes in the object to be output to the operator is 
responsive to said determining that the object contains the user ID. 

34. (New) A method as recited in claim 33, wherein said name of the attribute is the 
name of an attribute in the object which contains the user ID. 

35. (New) A method of configuring a network cache to communicate with an 
authentication server, the method comprising: 

receiving at the network cache, from an operator, a first user input specifying a 
user ID, the user ID representing an identify of a user who is to be authenticated by the 
network cache during a subsequent authentication; 

in response to the first user input, identifying one or more objects that contain the 
user ID in an authentication database associated with an authentication server, the 
authentication database containing information relating to a plurality of users to be 
authenticated by the network cache during subsequent authentication; 
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retrieving each said identified object that contains the user ID from the 
authentication database and causing information identifying each said object to be 
output to the operator; 

receiving at the network cache a second user input from the operator, indicating 
a selection by the operator of an object of said one or more objects, said object 
containing a plurality of attributes and a separate attribute name for each of the 
attributes; 

in response to the second user input, causing the attributes in the object and the 
names of the attributes to be output to the operator; 

receiving at the network cache a third user input from the operator, specifying a 
name of an attribute which contains the user ID in the object; 

storing, in a configuration database of the network cache, the name of the 
attribute which contains the user ID, for use by the network cache during subsequent 
authentication; 

receiving at the network cache a fourth user input from the operator specifying a 
name of an attribute which contains a group ID in the object, the group ID representing 
an identify of a group to which the user belongs; and 

storing, in the configuration database, the name of the attribute which contains 
the group ID, for use by the network cache during subsequent authentication. 

36. (New) A method as recited in claim 35, further comprising: 

at the network cache, using the information in the configuration database to 
communicate with the authentication server. 
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37.. (New) A network cache comprising: 
a processor; 

a storage facility, coupled to the processor, to cache content; 
a network interface coupled to the processor, through which to receive a request 
for the content from a user; and 

a memory accessible to the processor and storing instructions which, when 
executed by the processor, cause the network cache to perform a process that includes: 

causing attributes in an object stored in an authentication database to be 
output to an operator, the object corresponding to the user; 

receiving user input from the operator, the user input identifying a name of 
an attribute in the object, wherein the user input is responsive to the attributes being 
output to the operator; and 

storing the name of the attribute in a configuration database of the network 
cache, for subsequent use by the network cache during the authentication process. 

38. (New) A network cache as recited in claim 37, wherein said instructions further 
comprise instructions which, when executed by the processor, cause the network cache 
to use the name of the attribute in the configuration database to communicate with an 
authentication server during the authentication process. 
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39. (New) A network cache as recited in claim 37, wherein the authentication database 
contains information relating to a plurality of users to be authenticated by the network 
cache during subsequent authentication. 

40. (New) A network cache as recited in claim 39, wherein said instructions further 
comprise instructions which, when executed by the processor, cause the network cache 
to: 

prior to causing attributes in the object to be output to the operator, receive user 
input from the operator specifying a user ID corresponding to said user; and 
determine that the object contains the user ID. 

41. (New) A network cache as recited in claim 40, wherein said receiving user input 
from the operator identifying a name of an attribute in the object comprises: 

receiving user input specifying a name of an attribute which contains the user ID 
in the object. 

42. (New) A machine-readable storage medium storing instructions which, when 
executed by a processor in a network cache, cause the network cache to perform a 
process that comprises: 

receiving at the network cache, from an operator, a first user input specifying a 
user ID, the user ID representing an identify of a user who is to be authenticated by the 
network cache during a subsequent authentication; 
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in response to the first user input, identifying one or more objects that contain the 
user ID in an authentication database associated with an authentication server; 

causing information identifying each said object that contains the user ID to be 
output to the operator; 

receiving at the network cache a second user input from the operator, indicating 
a selection by the operator of an object of said one or more objects, said object 
containing a plurality of attributes and a separate attribute name for each of the 
attributes; 

in response to the second user input, causing the attributes in the object and the 
names of the attributes to be output to the operator; 

receiving at the network cache a third user input from the operator, specifying a 
name of an attribute which contains the user ID in the object 

receiving at the network cache a third user input from the operator, specifying a 
name of an attribute which contains the user ID in the object; and 

storing, in a configuration database of the network cache, the name of the 
attribute which contains the user ID, for use by the network cache during subsequent 
authentication. 

43. (New) A machine-readable storage medium as recited in claim 42, wherein said 
process further comprises: 

receiving at the network cache a fourth user input from the operator specifying a 
name of an attribute which contains a group ID in the object, the group ID representing 
an identify of a group to which the user belongs; and 
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storing, in the configuration database, the name of the attribute which contains 
the group ID, for use by the network cache during subsequent authentication. 

44. (New) A machine-readable storage medium as recited in claim 43, wherein said 
process further comprises: 

at the network cache, using the information in the configuration database to 
communicate with the authentication server. 

45. (New) A machine-readable storage medium as recited in claim 44, wherein the 
authentication database contains information relating to a plurality of users to be 
authenticated by the network cache during subsequent authentication. 
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